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INSTITUTO DE ENSINO BRASIL – ESTADOS UNIDOS

RC 8 - WORLD LINK 3B
MID ORAL EXAM 
Teacher’s Sheet
PART ONE: Reading
Does this story sound familiar? A doctor gives a patient a "powerful new medicine" to help cure an ailment. The medicine seems to work. But, in fact, it wasn't medicine at all. The patient was taking sugar pills.

The patient feels like a fool. Obviously, sugar pills are not a "powerful new medicine." But they really did seem to make the patient better. So what's going on here? In fact, this patient is experiencing what is called the placebo effect. The placebo effect is the ability of a "false" medicine to give real results.

Sound impossible? In fact, scientists agree: the placebo effect is small, but very real. False medicines work to a certain degree - because the patient expects them to work.

Still don't believe in the placebo effect? In fact, all major drug companies include a placebo in every study they do. To test a new drug, they give one group of patients the real drug and another group placebo sugar pills. The difference between the two groups tells how effective the drug really is. For example, if 75 percent of patients got better using the drug, and 15 percent got better on sugar pills, the scientists conclude that the drug is 60 percent effective.

PART TWO: Vocabulary
1. When was the last time you were sick? What was the problem? What were your symptoms? How did you take care of yourself?

2. Do you take care of your health? Other than going to the doctor, what are some other ways that you can take care of your health?

What sports do you like to watch on television? What sporting events have you been to in person? Give details.

3. Imagine you are talking to the mayor of the city or town. Make several complaints about living here, and ask the mayor to help.

4. Do you think housing is affordable in your town? What is your living situation? Would you like to improve it, or is it good enough? Explain.

5. What is your favorite sport? Why? 
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PART THREE: Grammar
1. If you were asked to start a neighborhood association, what would you do to get members? What issue would you deal with first? Why?
2.  Have you been living in the same house since you were a child?

3.  How long have you been studying English?
4.  Show the flash cards and ask students to tell you what they’ve been doing for the last one hour?

5. Do you think we should try to control the world’s population? 

6. In your opinion who is the greatest male athlete in the world today?

7. Do you suffer from any syndromes? Do you know anyone else who does? 

8. Do you like your doctor? How often do you visit him or her? 
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Reading

Does this story sound familiar? A doctor gives a patient a "powerful new medicine" to help cure an ailment. The medicine seems to work. But, in fact, it wasn't medicine at all. The patient was taking sugar pills.

The patient feels like a fool. Obviously, sugar pills are not a "powerful new medicine." But they really did seem to make the patient better. So what's going on here? In fact, this patient is experiencing what is called the placebo effect. The placebo effect is the ability of a "false" medicine to give real results.

Sound impossible? In fact, scientists agree: the placebo effect is small, but very real. False medicines work to a certain degree - because the patient expects them to work.

Still don't believe in the placebo effect? In fact, all major drug companies include a placebo in every study they do. To test a new drug, they give one group of patients the real drug and another group placebo sugar pills. The difference between the two groups tells how effective the drug really is. For example, if 75 percent of patients got better using the drug, and 15 percent got better on sugar pills, the scientists conclude that the drug is 60 percent effective.
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